Education

A) The school system in the Czech Republic

Basicly there is the state system where the schools receive money from the state and the private (independent) system where the parents have to pay the school fee.

a) Before the age of six the children can go to nursery school (kindergarten) where they learn to live in playgroup.

b) Six-year-olds enter the elementery school where  is compulsory school attendance. It  lasts nine years and children learn to read, write, count and later on foreign  language, fundamentels of history, geografy and natural sciencies. The school starts on September the 1-st and finishes on June the 30-th, followed by two months holiday.

c) After leaving the elementary school pupils go to apprentice training center or to specialized four years secondary medical, industrial, business, teacher-training, economic or art school depending on imaginated future career.

The pupils who are decided to study university can enter grammer school which prepares students for university studies. Those second stage schools pupils end by passing four final exams to receive the school leaving certificate. Two final exams are compulsory and two are left to the choice of the students.

The secondary school-leavers can either enter the job or continue in studying.

d) University (college) differs in orientation to technical, economic, medical or art one. The studies are finished by graduation where the students obtain diploma about successful completion of studies. Lower level is lasting three years – bachelor´s degree, higher level takes five years and graduating students obtain the title engineer.

B) The school system in England

There are the state and private schools too. 

a) The child can start pre-school education at nursery school at the age of three or four years. Then follows the compulsory education which has two stages – primary education and secondary education. 

b) Primary school is in two parts,  covered by infant school where the children from five to seven years learn to read, write and count, followed by junior school. Junior school is for children from seven to eleven years of age. They learn in groups of six to solve independently the problems given by teacher. Primary education is finished by major test which helps them to choose following school. 

c) Secondary school is finished at the age of sixteen by the main exam G.C.S.E. (General Certificate of Secondary  Education) which is school leaving certificate. After GCSE they either go to work or continue two years in studying. 

d) They get higher education studying three or four subjects at a more specialist level in preparation for university. For technical  branch it can be technical college. At eighteen years it is taken „A“-level examination in chosen subjects which is also an entering exam for universities (advanced level examination of the GCSE).

e) Duration of university study depends on intended degree of education. The bachelor´s degree requires 3 – 4 years, the master´s additional 1 – 2 years and the doctor´s other 3 – 5 years.

